
$QQXDO�*RYHUQDQFH�DQG�$FFRXQWDELOLW\�5HWXUQ�2025/26�)RUP��

7R�EH�FRPSOHWHG�E\�/RFDO�&RXQFLOV��,QWHUQDO�'UDLQDJH�%RDUGV�DQG�RWKHU�6PDOOHU�$XWKRULWLHV
�
� ZKHUH�WKH�KLJKHU�RI�JURVV�LQFRPH�RU�JURVV�H[SHQGLWXUH�H[FHHGHG���������EXW�GLG�QRW�H[FHHG

�15�PLOOLRQ��RU
� ZKHUH�WKH�KLJKHU�RI�JURVV�LQFRPH�RU�JURVV�H[SHQGLWXUH�ZDV��������

RU�OHVV�EXW�WKDW�
� DUH�XQDEOH�WR�FHUWLI\�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�H[HPSW��IHH�SD\DEOH���RU
� KDYH�UHTXHVWHG�D�OLPLWHG�DVVXUDQFH�UHYLHZ��IHH�SD\DEOH�

*XLGDQFH�QRWHV�RQ�FRPSOHWLQJ�)RUP���RI�WKH�$QQXDO�*RYHUQDQFH�DQG�
$FFRXQWDELOLW\�5HWXUQ�2025/�6
1. (YHU\�VPDOOHU�DXWKRULW\�LQ�(QJODQG�WKDW�HLWKHU�UHFHLYHG�JURVV�LQFRPH�RU�LQFXUUHG�JURVV�H[SHQGLWXUH
H[FHHGLQJ���������must�FRPSOHWH�)RUP���RI�WKH�$QQXDO�*RYHUQDQFH�DQG�$FFRXQWDELOLW\�5HWXUQ�DW�the
end�of�each�financial�year�in�accordance�with�3URSHU�3UDFWLFHV�

2. �
7KH�$QQXDO�*RYHUQDQFH�DQG�$FFRXQWDELOLW\�5HWXUQ�LV�PDGH�XS�RI�WKUHH�SDUWV��SDJHV���WR���
� 7KH�$QQXDO�,QWHUQDO�$XGLW�5HSRUW�PXVW�EH�FRPSOHWHG�E\�WKH�DXWKRULW\¶V�LQWHUQDO�DXGLWRU�
� 6HFWLRQV���DQG���PXVW�EH�FRPSOHWHG�DQG�DSSURYHG�E\�WKH�DXWKRULW\�
� 6HFWLRQ���is�completed�by�the�external�auditor�and�will�be�returned�to�the�authority.

3. 7KH�DXWKRULW\�must�DSSURYH�6HFWLRQ����$QQXDO�*RYHUQDQFH�6WDWHPHQW��EHIRUH�DSSURYLQJ�6HFWLRQ���
$FFRXQWLQJ�6WDWHPHQWV��DQG�ERWK�PXVW�be�approved�and�published�on�the�authority�website/webpage
EHIRUH���-XO\����6�

4. An�authority�with�either�gross�income�or�gross�expenditure�exceeding�£25,000�or�an�authority�with
neither�income�nor�expenditure�exceeding�£25,000,�but�which�is�unable�to�certify�itself�as�exempt,�or�is
requesting�a�limited�assurance�review,�PXVW�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�H[WHUQDO�DXGLWRU�E\�HPDLO�RU�SRVW��QRW�ERWK�
QR�ODWHU�WKDQ����-XQH�2026�Reminder�letters�will�incur�a�charge�of�£40�+VAT:
• the�Annual�Governance�and�Accountability�Return�Sections�1�and�2,�together�with
• D�EDQN�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�DV�DW����0DUFK�2026
• an�explanation�of�any�significant�year�on�year�variances�in�the�accounting�statements
• notification�of�the�commencement�date�of�the�period�for�the�exercise�of�public�rights
• Annual�Internal�Audit�Report�2025/26

Unless�requested,�do�not�send�any�additional�documents�to�your�external�auditor.�Your�external�auditor�will�
DVN�IRU�DQ\�DGGLWLRQDO�GRFXPHQWV�QHHGHG�

Once�the�external�auditor�has�completed�the�limited�assurance�review�and�is�able�to�give�an�opinion,�the�
$QQXDO�*RYHUQDQFH�DQG�$FFRXQWDELOLW\�Return�6HFWLRQ����6HFWLRQ���DQG�6HFWLRQ���±�([WHUQDO�$XGLWRU�
5HSRUW�and�Certificate�will�be�returned�to�the�authority�by�email�or�post.

3XEOLFDWLRQ�5HTXLUHPHQWV
Under�the�Accounts�and�Audit�Regulations�2015,�authorities�must�publish�the�following�information�on�the�
authority�website/webpage:
%HIRUH���-XO\�2026�DXWKRULWLHV�PXVW�publish:
� 1RWLFH�RI�WKH�SHULRG�IRU�WKH�H[HUFLVH�RI�SXEOLF�ULJKWV�DQG�D�GHFODUDWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�DFFRXQWLQJ�VWDWHPHQWV
DUH�DV�\HW�XQDXGLWHG�
� 6HFWLRQ�����$QQXDO�*RYHUQDQFH�6WDWHPHQW�2025/26�DSSURYHG�DQG�VLJQHG��SDJH��
� 6HFWLRQ�����$FFRXQWLQJ�6WDWHPHQWV�2025/26�DSSURYHG�DQG�VLJQHG��SDJH��
1RW�ODWHU�WKDQ����6HSWHPEHU�2026�DXWKRULWLHV�PXVW�publish:
� 1RWLFH�RI�FRQFOXVLRQ�RI�DXGLW
� Section�3�-�External�Auditor�Report�and�Certificate
� 6HFWLRQV���DQG���RI�$*$5�including�any�amendments�as�a�result�of�the�limited�assurance�review.�,W
LV�UHFRPPHQGHG�DV�EHVW�SUDFWLFH��WR�DYRLG�DQ\�SRWHQWLDO�FRQIXVLRQ�E\�ORFDO�HOHFWRUV�DQG�LQWHUHVWHG

SDUWLHV��WKDW�\RX�DOVR�SXEOLVK�WKH�$QQXDO�,QWHUQDO�$XGLW�5HSRUW��SDJH���
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7KH�$QQXDO�*RYHUQDQFH�DQG�$FFRXQWDELOLW\�5HWXUQ�FRQVWLWXWHV�WKH�DQQXDO�UHWXUQ�UHIHUUHG�WR�LQ�WKH�$FFRXQWV�DQG�$XGLW�5HJXODWLRQV�������
Throughout,�the�words�‘external�auditor’�have�the�same�meaning�as�the�words�‘local�auditor’�in�the�Accounts�and�Audit�Regulations�2015.


IRU�D�FRPSOHWH�OLVW�RI�ERGLHV�WKDW�PD\�EH�VPDOOHU�DXWKRULWLHV�UHIHU�WR�VFKHGXOH���WR�WKH�/RFDO�$XGLW�DQG�$FFRXQWDELOLW\�$FW������



3DJH���RI��

*XLGDQFH�QRWHV�RQ�FRPSOHWLQJ�)RUP���RI�WKH�$QQXDO�*RYHUQDQFH�DQG�
$FFRXQWDELOLW\�5HWXUQ��$*$5��2025/26�
� 7KH�DXWKRULW\�must�comply�with�3URSHU�3UDFWLFHV�LQ�FRPSOHWLQJ�6HFWLRQV���DQG���RI�WKLV�$*$5��3URSHU

3UDFWLFHV�DUH�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�3UDFWLWLRQHUV¶�*XLGH*�which�is�updated�from�time�to�time�and�contains�everything
needed�to�prepare�successfully�for�the�financial�year-end�and�the�subsequent�work�by�the�external�auditor.

� 0DNH�VXUH�WKDW�WKH�$*$5�LV�FRPSOHWH��QR�KLJKOLJKWHG�ER[HV�OHIW�HPSW\��DQG�LV�SURSHUO\�VLJQHG�DQG�GDWHG��$
DPHQGPHQWV�must�EH�DSSURYHG�E\�WKH�DXWKRULW\�DQG�SURSHUO\�LQLWLDOOHG�

� 7KH�DXWKRULW\�VKRXOG�UHFHLYH�DQG�QRWH�WKH�$QQXDO�,QWHUQDO�$XGLW�5HSRUW�EHIRUH�DSSURYLQJ�WKH�$QQXDO
*RYHUQDQFH�6WDWHPHQW�DQG�WKH�DFFRXQWV�

� Use�the�checklist�provided�below�to�review�the�AGAR�for�completeness�before�returning�it�to�the�external
DXGLWRU�E\�HPDLO�RU�SRVW��QRW�ERWK��QR�ODWHU�WKDQ����-XQH�2026

� 7KH�$QQXDO�*RYHUQDQFH�6WDWHPHQW��6HFWLRQ����must�EH�DSSURYHG�EHIRUH�WKH�$FFRXQWLQJ�6WDWHPHQWV��6HFWLRQ
�� DQG�HYLGHQFHG�E\�WKH�DJHQGD�RU�PLQXWH�UHIHUHQFHV,�even�where�approved�on�the�same�day.

� The�Responsible�Financial�Officer�(RFO)�must�certify�the�accounts�(Section�2)�before�they�are�presented�to
WKH�DXWKRULW\�IRU�DSSURYDO��7KH�DXWKRULW\�must�LQ�WKLV�RUGHU��FRQVLGHU��DSSURYH�DQG�VLJQ�WKH�DFFRXQWV�

� 7KH�5)2�LV�UHTXLUHG�WR�FRPPHQFH�WKH�SXEOLF�ULJKWV�SHULod�which�must�be�a�single�period�of�30�working�days�for
inspection�(�this�excludes�weekends�and�public�holidays)�which�must�include�the�first�10�working�days�of�July�

� You�must�inform�your�external�auditor�about�any�change�of�Clerk,�Responsible�Financial�Officer�or
&KDLU��DQG�SURYLGH�UHOHYDQW�DXWKRULW\�RZQHG�JHQHULF�HPDLO�DGGUHVVHV�DQG�WHOHSKRQH�QXPEHUV�

� Make�sure�that�the�copy�of�the�bank�reconciliation�to�be�sent�to�your�external�auditor�with�the�AGAR�covers�all
the�bank�accounts.�If�the�authority�holds�any�short-term�investments,�note�their�value�on�the�bank
UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ��7KH�H[WHUQDO�DXGLWRU�must�EH�DEOH�WR�DJUHH�WKH�EDQN�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�WR�%R[���RQ�WKH�DFFRXQWLQJ
VWDWHPHQWV��6HFWLRQ����SDJH�����$Q�H[SODQDWLRQ�PXVW�be�provided�of�any�difference�between�Box�7�and�%R[
8. 0RUH�KHOS�RQ�EDQN�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�LV�DYDLODEOH�LQ�WKH�3UDFWLWLRQHUV¶�*XLGH
�

� Explain�fully�significant�variances�in�the�accounting�statements�on�SDJH����'R�QRW�MXVW�VHQG�D�FRS\�RI�WKH�GHWDLOHG
accounting�records�instead�of�this�explanation.�The�external�auditor�wants�to�know�that�you�understand�the
UHDVRQV�IRU�DOO�YDULDQFHV��,QFOXGH�FRPSOHWH�QXPHULFDO�DQG�QDUUDWLYH�DQDO\VLV�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�IXOO�YDULDQFH�

� Additional�costs�may�be�incurred�if�additional�audit�work�is�required�
� Make�sure�that�the�accounting�statements�add�up�and�that�the�balance�carried�forward�from�the�previous�year

(Box�7�of�2025)�equals�the�balance�brought�forward�in�the�current�year�(Box�1�of�2026).
� The�Responsible�Financial�Officer�(RFO),�on�behalf�of�the�authority,�PXVW�VHW�WKH�FRPPHQFHPHQW�GDWH�IRU�WKH

exercise�of�public�rights�which�must�be�a�single�period�of�30�working�days�for�inspection�(this�excludes
weekends�and�public�holidays)�which�must�include�the�first�10�working�days�of�July.

� 7KH�DXWKRULW\�must�publish�on�the�authority�website/webpage�the�information�required�by�Regulation�15�(2),
$FFRXQWV�DQG�$XGLW�5HJXODWLRQV�������LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�SHULRG�IRU�WKH�H[HUFLVH�RI�SXEOLF�ULJKWV�DQG�WKH�QDPH�DQG
DGGUHVV�RI�WKH�H[WHUQDO�DXGLWRU�EHIRUH���-XO\�2026

Annual�Governance�and�Accountability�Return�2025/26�Form�3��
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*RYHUQDQFH�DQG�$FFRXQWDELOLW\�IRU�6PDOOHU�$XWKRULWLHV�LQ�(QJODQG�±�D�3UDFWLWLRQHUV¶�*XLGH�WR�3URSHU�3UDFWLFHV�
can�be�downloaded�from�ZZZ�QDOF�JRY�XN�RU�IURP�ZZZ�DGD�RUJ�XN

&RPSOHWLRQ�FKHFNOLVW�±�‘No’�answers�mean�you�may�not�have�met�requirements

$OO�VHFWLRQV

6HFWLRQ��

6HFWLRQ��

6HFWLRQV���DQG��

,QWHUQDO�$XGLW�5HSRUW

+DYH�DOO�KLJKOLJKWHG�ER[HV�KDYH�EHHQ�FRPSOHWHG"

For�any�statement�to�which�the�response�is�‘no’,�has�an�explanation�been�published?

Has�an�explanation�of�signi�cant�variations�been�published�where�required?

+DV�WKH�EDQN�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�DV�DW����0DUFK�2026�EHHQ�UHFRQFLOHG�WR�%R[��"

Has�an�explanation�of�any�difference�between�Box�7�and�Box�8�been�provided?

+DYH�DOO�KLJKOLJKWHG�ER[HV�EHHQ�FRPSOHWHG�E\�WKH�LQWHUQDO�DXGLWRU�DQG�H[SODQDWLRQV�SURYLGHG"

+DV�DOO�DGGLWLRQDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�UHTXHVWHG��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�GDWHV�VHW�IRU�WKH�SHULRG�
IRU�WKH�H[HUFLVH�RI�SXEOLF�ULJKWV��EHHQ�SURYLGHG�IRU�WKH�H[WHUQDO�DXGLWRU"

7UXVW�IXQGV�±�KDYH�DOO�GLVFORVXUHV�EHHQ�PDGH�LI�WKH�DXWKRULW\�DV�D�ERG\�FRUSRUDWH�LV�D�
VROH�PDQDJLQJ�WUXVWHH"�1%��GR�QRW�VHQG�WUXVW�DFFRXQWLQJ�VWDWHPHQWV�XQOHVV�UHTXHVWHG�

Has�the�authority’s�approval�of�the�accounting�statements�been�confirmed�
by�WKH�VLJQDWXUH�RI�WKH�&KDLU�RI�WKH�DSSURYDO�PHHWLQJ"

<HV 1R

Has�the�Responsible�Financial�Of�cer�signed�the�accounting�statements�before�
SUHVHQWDWLRQ�WR�WKH�DXWKRULW\�IRU�DSSURYDO"



$QQXDO�,QWHUQDO�$XGLW�5HSRUW�2025/26
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$� �Appropriate�accounting�records�have�been�properly�kept�throughout�the��nancial�year.
%� �This�authority�complied�with�its��nancial�regulations,�payments�were�supported�by�invoices,�all

expenditure�was�approved�and�VAT�was�appropriately�accounted�for.
&� This�authority�assessed�the�signi�cant�risks�to�achieving�its�objectives�and�reviewed�the�adequacy

RI�DUUDQJHPHQWV�WR�PDQDJH�WKHVH�

'� �7KH�SUHFHSW�RU�UDWHV�UHTXLUHPHQW�UHVXOWHG�IURP�DQ�DGHTXDWH�EXGJHWDU\�SURFHVV��SURJUHVV�DJDLQVW
the�budget�was�regularly�monitored;�and�reserves�were�appropriate.

(� �Expected�income�was�fully�received,�based�on�correct�prices,�properly�recorded�and�promptly
banked;�and�VAT�was�appropriately�accounted�for.

)�� Cash�payments�were�properly�supported�by�receipts,�all�cash�expenditure�was�approved�and
VAT�appropriately�accounted�for.

*� Salaries�to�employees�and�allowances�to�members�were�paid�in�accordance�with�this�authority’s
approvals,�and�PAYE�and�NI�requirements�were�properly�applied.

-� Accounting�statements�prepared�during�the�year�were�prepared�on�the�correct�accounting�basis�(receipts�
DQG�SD\PHQWV�RU�LQFRPH�DQG�H[SHQGLWXUH���DJUHHG�WR�WKH�FDVK�ERRN��VXSSRUWHG�E\�DQ�DGHTXDWH�DXGLW
trail�from�underlying�records�and�where�appropriate�debtors�and�creditors�were�properly�recorded.

O� The�authority�has�complied�with�laws,�regulations�&�proper�practices�relating�to�digital�and�data
compliance.

�VHH�$*$5�3DJH���*XLGDQFH�1RWHV��

0� ,Q�WKH�\HDU�FRYHUHG�E\�WKLV�$*$5��WKH�DXWKRULW\�FRUUHFWO\�SURYLGHG�IRU�D�SHULRG�IRU�WKH�H[HUFLVH�RI
SXEOLF�ULJKWV�DV�UHTXLUHG�E\�WKH�$FFRXQWV�DQG�$XGLW�5HJXODWLRQV��GXULQJ�WKH�2025/26�$*$5�SHULRG�
ZHUH�SXEOLF�ULJKWV�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKH����4�25�$*$5�HYLGHQFHG�E\�D�QRWLFH�RQ�WKH�ZHEVLWH�DQG�RU
authority�approved�minutes�confirming�the�dates�set)�

+� Asset�and�investments�registers�were�complete�and�accurate�and�properly�maintained.
,� Periodic�bank�account�reconciliations�were�properly�carried�out�during�the�year.

.� ,I�the�authority�certified�itself�as�exempt�from�a�limited�assurance�review�in�2024/25,�it�met�the
H[HPSWLRQ�FULWHULD�DQG�FRUUHFWO\�GHFODUHG�LWVHOI�H[HPSW���,I�WKH�DXWKRULW\�KDG�D�OLPLWHG�DVVXUDQFH
UHYLHZ�RI�LWV����4�25�$*$5�WLFN�³QRW�FRYHUHG´�

<HV 1R

,QWHUQDO�FRQWURO�REMHFWLYH 1RW

FRYHUHG



/� The�authority�published�the�required�information�on�a�website/webpage�up�to�date�at�the�time�of�the
internal�audit�in�accordance�with�the�relevant�legislation.

P� �)RU�ORFDO�FRXQFLOV�RQO\�
7UXVW�IXQGV��LQFOXGLQJ�FKDULWDEOH��±�7KH�FRXQFLO�PHW�LWV�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�DV�D�WUXVWHH�

<HV 1R 1RW�DSSOLFDEOH

'XULQJ�the�financial�year�ended�31�March�2026,�this�authority’s�internal�auditor�acting�independently�and�on�the�
basis�of�an�assessment�of�risk,�carried�out�a�selective�assessment�of�compliance�with�the�relevant�procedures�and�
controls�LQ�RSHUDWLRQ�DQG�REWDLQHG�DSSURSULDWH�HYLGHQFH�IURP�WKH�DXWKRULW\�
The�internal�audit�for�2025/26�has�been�carried�out�in�accordance�with�this�authority’s�needs�and�planned�coverage.�
On�the�basis�of�the�findings�in�the�areas�examined,�the�internal�audit�conclusions�are�summarised�in�this�table.�Set��
out�below�are�the�objectives�of�internal�control�and�alongside�are�the�internal�audit�conclusions�on�whether,�in�all��
signi�cant�respects,�the�control�objectives�were�being�achieved�throughout�the��nancial�year�to�a�standard�adequate�
WR�PHHW�WKH�QHHGV�RI�WKLV�DXWKRULW\�

(17(5�1$0(�2)�$87+25,7<

(17(5�38%/,&/<�$9$,/$%/(�:(%6,7(�:(%3$*(�$''5(66


,I�WKH�UHVSRQVH�LV�µQR¶�SOHDVH�VWDWH�WKH�LPSOLFDWLRQV�DQG�DFWLRQ�EHLQJ�WDNHQ�WR�DGGUHVV�DQ\�ZHDNQHVV�LQ�FRQWURO�identified�(add
separate�sheets�if�needed).
**Note:�If�the�response�is�‘not�covered’�please�state�when�the�most�recent�internal�audit�work�was�done�in�this�area�and�when�it�is�next�planned;�or,�
if�coverage�is�not�required,�the�annual�internal�audit�report�must�explain�why�not�(add�separate�sheets�if�needed).

''�00�<<<<6,*1$785(�5(48,5('
'DWH

Signature�of�person�who�
FDUULHG�RXW�WKH�LQWHUQDO�DXGLW

''�00�<<<< ''�00�<<<<''�00�<<<< (17(5�1$0(�2)�,17(51$/�$8',725

For�any�other�risk�areas�identified�by�this�authority�adequate�controls�existed�(list�any�other�risk�areas�on�separate�sheets�if�needed).�
'DWH�V��LQWHUQDO�DXGLW�XQGHUWDNHQ� Name�of�person�who�carried�out�the�internal�audit

1� The�authority�has�complied�with�the�publication�requirements�for�2024/25�AGAR

/$81721�3$5,6+�&281&,/

�����������������������������������������������������KWWSV���ZZZ�ODXQWRQ�SF�JRY�XN�

���������� &DWKHULQH�&DPS�)6/&&��3,$/&

����������




3OHDVH�SURYLGH�H[SODQDWLRQV�WR�WKH�H[WHUQDO�DXGLWRU�RQ�D�VHSDUDWH�VKHHW�IRU�HDFK�µ1R¶�UHVSRQVH�DQG�GHVFULEH
how�the�authority�will�address�the�weaknesses�identi�ed.�These�sheets�must�be�published�with�the�Annual
*RYHUQDQFH�6WDWHPHQW�

6HFWLRQ���±�$QQXDO�*RYHUQDQFH�6WDWHPHQW�2025/�6

We�acknowledge�as�the�members�of:
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RXU�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�HQVXULQJ�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�VRXQG�V\VWHP�RI�LQWHUQDO�FRQWURO��LQFOXGLQJ�DUUDQJHPHQWV�IRU�
the�preparation�of�the�Accounting�Statements.�We�confirm,�to�the�best�of�our�knowledge�and�belief,�with�
respect�to�the�Accounting�Statements�for�the�year�ended�31�March�2026,�that:

��We�have�put�in�place�arrangements�for�effective��nancial
PDQDJHPHQW�GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU��DQG�IRU�WKH�SUHSDUDWLRQ�RI
WKH�DFFRXQWLQJ�VWDWHPHQWV�

��:H�PDLQWDLQHG�DQ�DGHTXDWH�V\VWHP�RI�LQWHUQDO�FRQWURO
LQFOXGLQJ�PHDVXUHV�GHVLJQHG�WR�SUHYHQW�DQG�GHWHFW�IUDXG
and�corruption�and�reviewed�its�effectiveness.

��:H�SURYLGHG�SURSHU�RSSRUWXQLW\�GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU�IRU
the�exercise�of�electors’�rights�in�accordance�with�the
UHTXLUHPHQWV�RI�WKH�$FFRXQWV�DQG�$XGLW�5HJXODWLRQV�

��:H�FDUULHG�RXW�DQ�DVVHVVPHQW�RI�WKH�ULVNV�IDFLQJ�WKLV
DXWKRULW\�DQG�WRRN�DSSURSULDWH�VWHSV�WR�PDQDJH�WKRVH
risks,�including�the�introduction�of�internal�controls�and/or
external�insurance�cover�where�required.

��:H�PDLQWDLQHG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�\HDU�DQ�DGHTXDWH�DQG
HIIHFWLYH�V\VWHP�RI�LQWHUQDO�DXGLW�RI�WKH�DFFRXQWLQJ
UHFRUGV�DQG�FRQWURO�V\VWHPV�

��:H�WRRN�DSSURSULDWH�DFWLRQ�RQ�DOO�PDWWHUV�UDLVHG
LQ�UHSRUWV�IURP�LQWHUQDO�DQG�H[WHUQDO�DXGLW�

��We�considered�whether�any�litigation,�liabilities�or
FRPPLWPHQWV��HYHQWV�RU�WUDQVDFWLRQV��RFFXUULQJ�HLWKHU
during�or�after�the�year-end,�have�a��nancial�impact�on
this�authority�and,�where�appropriate,�have�included�them
LQ�WKH�DFFRXQWLQJ�VWDWHPHQWV�

�� (For�local�councils�only)�Trust�funds�including
charitable.�In�our�capacity�as�the�sole�managing
trustee�we�discharged�our�accountability
responsibilities�for�the�fund(s)/assets,�including
financial�reporting�and,�if�required,�independent
examination�or�audit.

��:H�have�assured�RXUVHOYHV�that�there�are�no�matters
RI�DFWXDO�RU�SRWHQWLDO�non-compliance�with�laws,
regulations�and�Proper�Practices�that�could�have�a
significant�financial�effect�RQ�WKH�DELOLW\�RI�WKLV
DXWKRULW\�WR�FRQGXFW�LWV�business�or�manage�its
finances.

SUHSDUHG�LWV�DFFRXQWLQJ�VWDWHPHQWV�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH��
ZLWK�WKH�$FFRXQWV�DQG�$XGLW�5HJXODWLRQV�

µ<HV¶�PHDQV�WKDW�WKLV�DXWKRULW\�<HV 1R

$JUHHG

PDGH�SURSHU�DUUDQJHPHQWV�DQG�DFFHSWHG�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�
IRU�VDIHJXDUGLQJ�WKH�SXEOLF�PRQH\�DQG�UHVRXUFHV�LQ��
LWV�FKDUJH�

KDV�RQO\�GRQH�ZKDW�LW�KDV�WKH�OHJDO�SRZHU�WR�GR�DQG�KDV�
FRPSOLHG�ZLWK�3URSHU�3UDFWLFHV�LQ�GRLQJ�VR�

GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU�JDYH�DOO�SHUVRQV�LQWHUHVWHG�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�
LQVSHFW�DQG�DVN�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�WKLV�DXWKRULW\¶V�DFFRXQWV�

considered�and�documented�the��nancial�and�other�risks�it�
IDFHV�DQG�GHDOW�ZLWK�WKHP�SURSHUO\�

arranged�for�a�competent�person,�independent�of�the��nancial�
FRQWUROV�DQG�SURFHGXUHV��WR�JLYH�DQ�REMHFWLYH�YLHZ�RQ�ZKHWKHU�
LQWHUQDO�FRQWUROV�PHHW�WKH�QHHGV�RI�WKLV�VPDOOHU�DXWKRULW\�

UHVSRQGHG�WR�PDWWHUV�EURXJKW�WR�LWV�DWWHQWLRQ�E\�LQWHUQDO�DQG�
H[WHUQDO�DXGLW�

GLVFORVHG�HYHU\WKLQJ�LW�VKRXOG�KDYH�DERXW�LWV�EXVLQHVV�DFWLYLW\�
GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU�LQFOXGLQJ�HYHQWV�WDNLQJ�SODFH�DIWHU�WKH�\HDU�
HQG�LI�UHOHYDQW�

KDV�PHW�DOO�RI�LWV�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�ZKHUH��DV�D�ERG\�
FRUSRUDWH��LW�LV�D�VROH�PDQDJLQJ�WUXVWHH�RI�D�ORFDO�
WUXVW�RU�WUXVWV�

<HV 1R N/A

Signed�by�the�Chair�and�Clerk�of�the�meeting�where�
approval�was�given:

&KDLU

&OHUN
6,*1$785(�5(48,5('

6,*1$785(�5(48,5('

This�Annual�Governance�Statement�was�approved�at�a�
meeting�of�the�authority�on:

and�recorded�as�minute�reference:

0,187(�5()(5(1&(

''�00�<<<<

(17(5�1$0(�2)�$87+25,7<

(17(5�38%/,&/<�$9$,/$%/(�:(%6,7(�:(%3$*(�$''5(66

10� We�have�put�in�place�arrangements�for�the�effective�IT
and�data�management�in�accordance�with�proper
practices�during�the�year�under�review.

has�made�suitable�arrangements�for�its�IT�and�data�
management�and�has�complied�with�proper�practices�in�
doing�so.
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I�con�rm�that�these�Accounting�Statements�were
approved�by�this�authority�on�this�date:

Signed�by�Chair�of�the�meeting�where�the�Accounting�
Statements�were�approved

,�FHUWLI\�WKDW�IRU�WKH�\HDU�HQGHG����0DUFK�2026�WKH�$FFRXQWLQJ�
6WDWHPHQWV�LQ�WKLV�$QQXDO�*RYHUQDQFH�DQG�$FFRXQWDELOLW\�
5HWXUQ�KDYH�EHHQ�SUHSDUHG�RQ�HLWKHU�D�UHFHLSWV�DQG�SD\PHQWV�
or�income�and�expenditure�basis�following�the�guidance�in�
*RYHUQDQFH�DQG�$FFRXQWDELOLW\�IRU�6PDOOHU�$XWKRULWLHV�±�D�
3UDFWLWLRQHUV¶�*XLGH�WR�3URSHU�3UDFWLFHV�DQG�SUHVHQW�IDLUO\��
the��nancial�position�of�this�authority.
Signed�by�Responsible�Financial�Officer�before�being�
SUHVHQWHG�WR�WKH�DXWKRULW\�IRU�DSSURYDO.

as�recorded�in�minute�reference:

0,187(�5()(5(1&(

''�00�<<<<

''�00�<<<<

6,*1$785(�5(48,5('

6,*1$785(�5(48,5('

'DWH

6HFWLRQ���±�$FFRXQWLQJ�6WDWHPHQWV�2025/26�IRU

3DJH���RI��Annual�Governance�and�Accountability�Return�2025/26�Form�3��
/RFDO�&RXQFLOV��,QWHUQDO�'UDLQDJH�%RDUGV�DQG�RWKHU�6PDOOHU�$XWKRULWLHV


(17(5�1$0(�2)�$87+25,7<

�� 7RWDO�YDOXH�RI�FDVK�DQG
VKRUW�WHUP�LQYHVWPHQWV

�� Total��xed�assets�plus
ORQJ�WHUP�LQYHVWPHQWV
DQG�DVVHWV

��� Total�borrowings

7KH�VXP�RI�DOO�FXUUHQW�DQG�GHSRVLW�EDQN�DFFRXQWV��FDVK�
KROGLQJV�DQG�VKRUW�WHUP�LQYHVWPHQWV�KHOG�DV�DW����0DUFK�±�
7R�DJUHH�ZLWK�EDQN�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�
7KH�YDOXH�RI�DOO�WKH�SURSHUW\�WKH�DXWKRULW\�RZQV�±�LW�LV�PDGH�
up�of�all�its��xed�assets�and�long�term�investments�as�at��
���0DUFK�
7KH�RXWVWDQGLQJ�FDSLWDO�EDODQFH�DV�DW����0DUFK�RI�DOO�ORDQV�
IURP�WKLUG�SDUWLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�3:/%��

�� %DODQFHV�EURXJKW
forward

�� (+)�Precept�or�Rates�and
/HYLHV

�� (-)�Staff�costs

�� (-)�Loan�interest/capital
UHSD\PHQWV

�� (-)�All�other�payments

�� � ��%DODQFHV�FDUULHG
forward

�� (+)�Total�other�receipts

7RWDO�EDODQFHV�DQG�UHVHUYHV�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�\HDU��
as�recorded� in� the� financial� records.�Value�must�agree�
to�%R[���RI�SUHYLRXV�\HDU�

Please�round�all�figures�to�nearest�£1.�Do�not�leave�any�
boxes�blank�and�report�£0�or�Nil�balances.�All�figures�
must�agree�to�underlying�financial�records.

1RWHV�DQG�JXLGDQFH<HDU�HQGLQJ

���0DUFK�
���5�
�

���0DUFK�
���6�
�

Total�amount�of�precept�(or�for�IDBs�rates�and�levies)�
UHFHLYHG�RU�UHFHLYDEOH�LQ�WKH�\HDU��([FOXGH�DQ\�JUDQWV�
UHFHLYHG�
7RWDO�LQFRPH�RU�UHFHLSWV�DV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�FDVKERRN�OHVV�
WKH�SUHFHSW�RU�UDWHV�OHYLHV�UHFHLYHG��OLQH�����,QFOXGH�DQ\�
JUDQWV�UHFHLYHG�

7RWDO�H[SHQGLWXUH�RU�SD\PHQWV�PDGH�WR�DQG�RQ�EHKDOI�
RI�DOO�HPSOR\HHV��,QFOXGH�JURVV�VDODULHV�DQG�ZDJHV��
HPSOR\HUV�1,�FRQWULEXWLRQV��HPSOR\HUV�SHQVLRQ��
FRQWULEXWLRQV��JUDWXLWLHV�DQG�VHYHUDQFH�SD\PHQWV�
7RWDO�H[SHQGLWXUH�RU�SD\PHQWV�RI�FDSLWDO�DQG�LQWHUHVW
PDGH�GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU�RQ�WKH�DXWKRULW\¶V�ERUURZLQJV��LI�DQ\��

7RWDO�H[SHQGLWXUH�RU�SD\PHQWV�DV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�FDVK�
ERRN�OHVV�VWDII�FRVWV��OLQH����DQG�ORDQ�LQWHUHVW�FDSLWDO�
UHSD\PHQWV��OLQH����
7RWDO�EDODQFHV�DQG�UHVHUYHV�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�\HDU��
must�HTXDO�������������������

��� 'o� the� figures� in� the�
accounting� statements� above�
exclude�any�trust�transactions?

<HV 1R)RU�/RFDO�&RXQFLOV�2QO\

For�guidance�refer�to�the�Practitioners'�Guide�sections�2.31�to�2.33.

/$81721�3$5,6+�&281&,/
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3DJH���RI��

(17(5�1$0(�2)�(;7(51$/�$8',725

� VXPPDULVHV�WKH�DFFRXQWLQJ�UHFRUGV�IRU�WKH�\HDU�HQGHG����0DUFK�2026�DQG
� confirms�and�provides�assurance�on�those�matters�that�are�relevant�to�our�duties�and�responsibilities�as�external�auditors.

2� External�auditor’s�limited�assurance�opinion�2025/26

''�00�<<<<6,*1$785(�5(48,5('
'DWH

([WHUQDO�$XGLWRU�1DPH

(Except�for�the�matters�reported�below)*�on�the�basis�of�our�review�of�Sections�1�and�2�of�the�Annual�Governance�and�Accountability�Return,�in�
our�opinion�the�information�in�Sections�1�and�2�of�the�Annual�Governance�and�Accountability�Return�is�in�accordance�with�Proper�Practices�and�
QR�RWKHU�PDWWHUV�KDYH�FRPH�WR�RXU�DWWHQWLRQ�JLYLQJ�FDXVH�IRU�FRQFHUQ�WKDW�UHOHYDQW�OHJLVODWLRQ�DQG�UHJXODWRU\�UHTXLUHPHQWV�KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�PHW��
�
GHOHWH�DV�DSSURSULDWH��

Other�matters�not�affecting�our�opinion�which�we�draw�to�the�attention�of�the�authority:

*We�do�not�certify�completion�because:

�FRQWLQXH�RQ�D�VHSDUDWH�VKHHW�LI�UHTXLUHG�

�FRQWLQXH�RQ�D�VHSDUDWH�VKHHW�LI�UHTXLUHG�

3� External�auditor�certificate�2025/26
We�certify/do�not�certify*�that�we�have�completed�our�review�of�Sections�1�and�2�of�the�Annual�Governance�and��
$FFRXQWDELOLW\� 5HWXUQ�� DQG� GLVFKDUJHG� RXU� UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV� XQGHU� WKH� /RFDO� $XGLW� DQG� $FFRXQWDELOLW\� $FW�
������IRU�WKH�\HDU�HQGHG����0DUFK�2026

([WHUQDO�$XGLWRU�6LJQDWXUH

Annual�Governance�and�Accountability�Return�2025/26�Form�3��
/RFDO�&RXQFLOV��,QWHUQDO�'UDLQDJH�%RDUGV�DQG�RWKHU�6PDOOHU�$XWKRULWLHV


Section�3�–�External�Auditor’s�Report�and�Certificate�2025/26

,Q�UHVSHFW�RI� (17(5�1$0(�2)�$87+25,7<

�� 5HVSHFWLYH�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�RI�WKH�DXGLWRU�DQG�WKH�DXWKRULW\
2XU�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�DV�DXGLWRUV�WR�FRPSOHWH�D�OLPLWHG�DVVXUDQFH�UHYLHZ�is�set�out�by�the�National�Audit�Of�ce�(NAO).�A�limited�
assurance�review�is�QRW�D�IXOO�VWDWXWRU\�DXGLW��it�does�not�constitute�an�audit�carried�out�in�accordance�with�International�
6WDQGDUGV�RQ�$ GLWLQJ��8.�	�,UHODQG��DQG�KHQFH�LW�GRHV�QRW�provide�the�same�level�of�assurance�that�such�an�audit�would.�
The�UK�Government�has�determined�that�a�lower�level�of�assurance�than�that�provided�by�a�full�statutory�audit�is�appropriate�
for�those�local�public�bodies�with�the�lowest�levels�of�spending.�
Under�a�limited�assurance�review,�the�auditor�is�responsible�for�reviewing�Sections�1�and�2�of�the�Annual�Governance�and�
Accountability�Return�in�accordance�with�NAO�Auditor�Guidance�Note�02�(AGN�02)��as�issued�by�the�NAO�on�behalf�of�the�
Comptroller�and�Auditor�General.�AGN�02�is�available�from�the�NAO�website�–�
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/�.
This�authority�is�responsible�for�ensuring�that�its��nancial�management�is�adequate�and�effective�and�that�it�has�
D�VRXQG�V\VWHP�RI�LQWHUQDO�FRQWURO��7KH�DXWKRULW\�SUHSDUHV�DQ�$QQXDO�*RYHUQDQFH�DQG�$FFRXQWDELOLW\�5HWXUQ�LQ��
accordance�with�3URSHU�3UDFWLFHV�which:�

/$81721�3$5,6+�&281&,/


